
 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

International cooperation project 

"Routes across the borders in Latvia and Finland" 

Finnish LAG SILMU exchange in the area of the Vidzeme Rural partnership 

“Brasla” September 13 th-16th 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

TRAVEL REPORT 
 

 

 

  



 

Tuesday September 13 
Finnish group started their journey at 5:30 a.m. from Porvoo city. The group travelled by boat from 

Helsinki to Tallinna and arrived at early afternoon to Staicele area. 

 

Adventures in the city Staicele from 13:00-17:00 

Lunch at Staicele Livs Museum "Pivālind", Lielā iela 14, Staicele, Limbažu novads,  

Inese Timermane 

Livs museum "Pivālind", where we learned about the history and cultural heritage of the Livs people 

of Vidzeme. We loved all three “host grannies” even we got no common language, their hospitality 

and how to meet people made a huge impact for us. We got delicious dinner with soup, porridge, 

meat and jam, and we got very precise presentation about Staicele history as well. Active persons 

have made very precise historic notes about all houses and habitants of this area, if they translate that 

information in English, they got lots of material to use stories in tourism.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Excursion through Staicele 

The group walked through Staicele, where we get to know tourist information office, church, tourism 

point bridge and old paper factory. Excursion showed us the old factory culture, very attractive little 

town and very important culture history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Folk applied art studio "Staicele", Lielā 7, Staicele, Limbažu novads  

TLMS "Staicele" members weave gorgeous ethnographic blankets, linen towels, large scarves, rag 

rugs, shawls. The studio is particularly distinguished by the fact that natural materials are used for 

weaving - reeds, reeds, ditch ash, blackthorn and wolf dung. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Karogu sila nature trail, Staiceles pagasts, Limbažu novads 

Trail of nature forest in Staicele. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

18:00 

18.20 

19:00  

Arrival in Ungurmuiža, "Ungurmuiža", Raiskuma pagasts, Cēsu novads  

Excursion in Ungurmuiža (if you aren't too tired) 

Ieva Ņevečorova 

Dinner at Ungurmuiža restaurant 

Ungurmuiža is the only baroque wooden building in Latvia with unique wall paintings from the 18th 

century. It was built in 1732 by German Baron von Kampenhausen as his family home. The first 

owner of the manor, Balthazar von Kampenhausen, in the 18th century became the Governor General 

of Finland in the city of Turku. http://ungurmuiza.lv/english/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://ungurmuiza.lv/english/


 

Wednesday September 14 

8:00-8:45 Breakfast 

9:00-11:30  

 

Lielstraupe Castle, “Lielstraupes pils”, Straupe, Cēsu novads 

Rudīte Vasile 

Coffee break  

Lielstraupe Castle is one of the medieval castles in Latvia, which has survived to the present day 

through reconstructions. The ancient Baltic German Family, von Rosen, managed the castle with 

little interruptions until 1939. In the Soviet times, the castle became a hospital, but from the 

beginning of 2018  the castle opens its doors to tourists. http://www.tourism.straupe.lv/s10/straupe/ 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

https://cesupils.lv/en/


 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11:40-12:40 Hunting School and Leisure Centre "Mārkulīči", ”Āvaidi,” Straupes pagasts, 

Cēsu novads 

Vilnis Jaunzems 

In Mārkulīči outdoor shooting ranges you may try different calibre firearms, archery, and acquire 

knowledge from a skillful instructor. Here are sports grounds, boats, and overnight 

accommodations.  https://www.markulici.lv/eng/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.markulici.lv/eng/


 

12:55-13:55 

 

 

14:00-14:35 

Vējiņu Undergrounds Lakes, “Vējiņi”, Straupes pagasts, Cēsu novads 

Sanda Muižniece 

Lunch 

The only underground lakes in the Baltics. Underground lakes were created when underground 

springs washed out large voids and caves, the length of which in Straupe reaches several tens of 

meters. 

https://pazemesezeri.lv/en/underground-lake/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://zirgupasts.lv/


 

15:05-17:30 With bog shoes through the Lauga bog, ZS Gundegas, Bīriņi, Vidrižu pagasts, 

Limbažu novads  

Ilze Ozola 

7M8R+G5 Bīriņi, Vidrižu pagasts 

Hiking with bog shoes, getting to know the plants in the Lauga bog. A large cranberry nursery has 

been established in the developed part of the swamp.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

17:45-19:45 Dinner with Ilze Kļaviņa, leader of the folklore group "Putni", Igate, Vidrižu 

pagasts, Limbažu novads 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20.30  Night's sleep in Ungurmuiža 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 Thursday September 15 

8:00-8:45 Breakfast  

9:15- 11:30 
Zilaiskalns water tower, Parka iela 2, Zilākalna pagasts, Valmieras novads 

Toms Treimanis 

The Zilaikalns cultural history and visitor center "ZTornis" is located in the premises of an ancient 

water tower. 

https://www.ztornis.lv/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.tourism.straupe.lv/s10/straupe/


 

11:45- 12:30 "Go on the rails" 

Rail bicycles "ZRailbikes" are a means of transportation along the branch of the narrow-gauge 

railway from the village of Ziaiskalns to the peat bog and back. The total length of the trip is ~4km, 

which can be covered in about half an hour. 

https://www.ztornis.lv/ 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://straupestirdzins.lv/en


 

12:45-13:45 Lunch at "Mazais Ansis" café, “Ansīši”, Rubenes pagasts, Valmieras novads 

14:00-15:30 Rabbit farm "Mežiņi", “Mežiņi”, Dikļu pagasts, Valmieras novads 

Inguna Valdmane 

The main occupation of the farm is breeding and sale of the rabbits of various breeds. The process 

of obtaining and processing Angora rabbit wool was demonstrated for those interested. Farms has 

lots of different spieces of animals, not only rabbit, but parrots, guineapigs, sheeps, goats, pigs even 

two vallabis. Lovely farm where you can feed animals with carrots, and animals surely knew we 

have got carrot! https://www.mezini.lv/en 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15:40-16:40 Augstrozes Lielezera Nature Trail (2km), Augstrozes pilsdrupas, Umurgas 

pagasts, Limbažu novads 

Ilze Millere, Ingus Evertovskis 

 

https://www.ztornis.lv/


 

17:25 - 
Old Post Station Straupe, “Vecpasts”, Straupes pagasts, Cēsu novads 

Presentation about Straupe Old Post Station, Slow Food Straupe Market,  

Rudīte Vasile and Guntis Āboltins -Ābolins 

Presentations, Heli Tommiska and Pertti Österman  

Dinner 

Old Post Station Straupe is the only post station in Latvia that has survived from the beginning of 

the 19th century as a single complex of buildings by the Great Post Road from Westeurope to 

Petersburg. After renovation, it opened its doors to visitors again in 2016. 

https://zirgupasts.lv/ 

Twice a month, the Old Post Station Straupe hosts the Slow Food Straupe Market. 

https://straupestirdzins.lv/en 

Heli Tommiska told about Leader financing in Finland. Pertti Österman presented outdoor toilets 

technology and knowledge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.mezini.lv/en
https://pazemesezeri.lv/en/underground-lake/


 

Friday September 16 

8:00-8:45 Breakfast  

9.15 -11.00 
Visit to Cēsis Medieval Castle, Cēsis  

https://cesupils.lv/en/ 

Very interesting sight and make a worth to visit, everywhere you look you see the history of Baltic 

region. Guide was professional and made us very precise picture of historical scenes. Sight has 

used latest technology in video shows and the whole target was very impressive. The castle also 

had its own cat who came to welcome us. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ztornis.lv/


 

 

 

 

 



 

12:00 Lunch, “Pagrabiņš”, Vienības laukums 1, Cēsis 

13:00 Cēsis - 

Tallina  

 

Thank you to our Latvian friends for hospitality! It was very nice time together!  
 

The Finnish group arrived to Porvoo late on Friday evening. The study tour was a great success, 

every participant was impressed about Latvian hospitality, amazing food culture and service culture. 

The area has so much historical material to use in tourism, we are truly honored to help develop 

their services. 

 

Participants got many contacts of co-operation in several branches: cultural, tourism and groceries. 

LAG SILMU and LAG BRASLA planned to continue co-operation at next project, themes could be 

as manors and castles, cultural history in tourism.  

 

We saw several great ideas of tourism services in Latvia which we can learn. We can also copy part 

of those services and develop our tourism sights in Finland. 

 

Participants of the meeting from Finland: entrepreneur and board member of LAG SILMU, vitality 

and employment coordinator of Pukkila Municipality, guides of the King's road association, 

regional architect and expert in cultural history, LAG SILMU project advisor and office manager. 

 

 

 


